Surgical tip: Titanium foam blocks can simplify fusion of failed total ankle replacements.
Ankle arthrodesis following failed ankle replacements is a technically challenging task because of the large defect left behind after the prosthesis is removed. The usual practice is to use bulk grafts which are either autografts or allografts to fill the defect. We report our experience with the use of a titanium foam block specifically designed for fusion of failed ankle replacements. This particular method was chosen to avoid the technical difficulties and morbidities associated with the use of bulk autografts and allografts. We describe the surgical technique and early results in the first two cases performed in our unit. The satisfactory clinical and radiologic results in the two cases demonstrate the ability of the titanium foam block to simplify an otherwise complex procedure without compromising the outcome.